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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  

The RORC contains representatives of each of the Technical Committees. 
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This change modifies the restriction on following too closely for bicyclists. 
The full unedited wording of the current section is shown below:

§
11-310 Following too closely
(a) The driver of a vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the condition of the highway.

(b) Whenever conditions permit, the driver of any truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district and which is following another truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, shall leave sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger, except that this shall not prevent a truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle from overtaking and passing any vehicle or combination of vehicles.

(c) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district in a caravan or motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall be so operated as to allow sufficient space between each such vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable any other vehicle to enter and occupy such space without danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral processions.
DISCUSSION:RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO “RULES OF THE ROAD, UVC” 
Comment: There is no safety reason to apply this provision to drivers of non-motorized vehicles. As written, this section could be misinterpreted to make illegal the long established practice of drafting and paceline bicycle riding. In case of a collision, the following cyclist is the one who suffers for following too closely, not the one being followed, as is the case of motor vehicles

Due to the unenclosed operators and silent operation of the bicycle and, are able to communicate verbally with one another. Each bicyclist will, in turn, drop back from the front to the rear of the group so that all take turns pulling for the group. This practice allows bicyclists to avoid exhaustion when facing headwinds, to form smaller groups, which are easier to overtake, and to maintain a higher speed, reducing inconvenience to other traffic. The proposed added part (d) would permit drafting when both the lead and following bicyclist consent and when it is reasonably safe, and would assign responsibility for accidents in which it is a proximate cause. 
§
ll—310-Following too closely

(a) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the condition of the highway.

(b) Whenever conditions permit, the driver of any truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district and which is following another truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, shall leave sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger, except that this shall not prevent a truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle from overtaking and passing any vehicle or combination of vehicles.

(c) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district in a caravan or motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall be so operated as to allow sufficient space between each such vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable any other vehicle to enter and occupy such space without danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral processions.
(d) The operator of a bicycle may follow another bicycle closely (drafting in the slipstream) only if both operators consent, except when traffic or roadway conditions make drafting unduly hazardous. Any bicycle operator injured in an accident resulting from such drafting shall be deemed to have contributed to the accident to the extent that drafting was a proximate cause of the accident.

VOTE: 
____ For, ____ Against, 
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